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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense of social obli- 
gation and opportunity to study, from the Christian point of view, social 
problems and their solutions and to promote social action in the spirit 
of Jesus. The Federation stands for the complete abolition of war. 
| The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the 
economic base for society and seeks to replace it with social-economic 
planning to develop a society without class or group discriminations 
and privileges. In seeking these objectives the Federation does not com- 
mit its members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
| not by violence. 
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EXERCISING UNBRIDLED POWER 


he following significant statement was made by Mr. Eberharter of 
‘nnsylvania on the floor of the House of Representatives. It deals, as he 
ited, with “the power of the Attorney General to label organizations 
1ich he dislikes as subversive.” The speaker described his thinking as 
gun by his “‘concern at the action which Attorney General Brownell 
d taken against the National Lawyers Guild. Mr. Eberharter’s principled 
and is in harmony with the MFSA program stand against government 
terference with constitutionally guaranteed free assembly by the black- 
ting of legal and peaceful organizations. So if you agree with Mr. Eber- 
rter, why not write him so at the House Office Building, Washington, 
. C., and ask your own congressman to support his position, and the 
esident to get the Executive Department out of the unconstitutional busi- 
ss of curbing free assembly.) 


By HON. HERMAN P. EBERHARTER 


While I am convinced that the Attorney General is acting 
this matter without the sanction of any congressional author- 
7, I assumed that this extraordinary assertion of power must 
least be confined within certain very narrow limits, in that 
; exercise would be limited to a very small number of organ- 
itions. I discovered to the contrary that the Attorney General 
d listed about 200 organizations, and that the standards which 
‘termine whether or not an organization can be listed have 
» limits at all. Under the terms of the Executive order, an 
ganization is to be proscribed if it is “totalitarian, Fascist, 
ommunist, or subversive.” Our experience for the last 20 years 
is amply demonstrated that these words as currently used do 
‘t specifically define anything, and that they are in fact 
thing more than epithets of disapproval. , 
In discussing this very question, Mr. Justice Douglas said 
e following: 

The charge that these organizations are subversive could be clearly 
fined. But how can anyone in the context of the Executive order say 


iat it means? It apparently does not necessarily mean totalitarian, Fas- 


-t, or Communist, because they are separately listed. Does it mean an 
ganization with Socialist ideas? There are some who lump Socialists and 


osmmunists together. k 
No one can tell from the Executive order what meaning is intended. 


> one can-teli from the records of -the-cases which one-the Attomey.Gen-— 


al applied. The charge is flexible; it will mean one thing to one officer, 
other to someone else. It will be given meaning according to the pre- 
lections of the prosecutor: Subversive to some will be synonymous with 
dical; subversive to others will be synonymous with Communist. It can 
explained to include those who depart from the orthodox party line— 
those whose words and actions (though completely loyal) do not con- 
rm to the orthodox view on foreign or domestic policy. These flexible 
undards, which vary with the mood or political philosophy of the prosecu- 
r, are weapons which can be made as sharp or as blunt as the occasion 
quires. Since they are subject to grave abuse, they have no place in 
r system of law. When we employ them, we plant within our body 
litic the virus of the totalitarian ideology which we oppose. 


Mr. Speaker, I had been informed that the procedure under 
> Executive order had been changed, and that now organiza- 
ms were granted a notice and hearing. 

I examined the procedures under this new Executive order, 
d I discovered that the notice and hearing provided by the 
ecutive order, like so many other things under the loyalty 
ogram, was the new-fangled kind, the kind that an old-fash- 
red lawyer like myself finds it hard to understand. 

In the first place, the notice and hearing is such that if the 
romney General chooses, in any particular case, he ted not 
ye a hearing at all. A case starts off, not by the Attorney — 


mneral presenting his evidence, but by his asking the organiza-_ 
na great many questions about everything the organization 


_- Ricieed 


has done since it has been in existence. ‘The organization can 
then get a hearing, if the Attorney General‘likes-the answers. 


Then what happens at the hearing? Does the organization 
then get a chance to hear the witness against it and cross- 
examine them? Well, maybe and maybe not. The Attorney Gen- 
eral can, if he sees fit to rely on confidential information, so 
arrange matters that the only witness at the hearing would be 
those produced by the organization. In other words, the Attorney 
General says to the organization, I've got something on you— 
if you want to, you can come on in and prove to me that you're 
sO.Ro 


Now this is a different kind of hearing than the kind any 
of the Members of this House who are lawyers are accustomed 
to. Indeed, the procedure sounds more like a plea for mercy 
than a hearing. The organization is practically adjudged guilty 
to begin with, and if it crawls enough to please the Attorney 
General, he might have the grace to grant them absolution. 


Which brings me to the last aspect of this so-called hear- 
ing procedure. Who is it that makes the final decision as to 
whether or not the organizations are subversive or O.K.? Why, 
Mr. Brownell, himself, the man who started the whole business 
in the first place, and the man who has distinguished himself 
most recently by playing the numbers game and labeling per- 
fectly innocent and loyal government employees as “subversive” 


_in order to build up his record. Mr. Brownell’s notion of achieve- 


ment is reckoned in terms of the number of individuals he has 
succeeded in kicking in the back when they were not looking. 
One is hardly likely to get a fair hearing before a man who is 
busy totaling the numbers of those whom he has found against, 
and then boasting about it. 

Of course, the Republican party is a big party and it can 


boast of others in its ranks who have even less respect for due 
process of law and constitutional rights than does the Attorney 


__General, But—events—of the _last-weeks—_have demonstrated_that...__ 


a well publicized individual has not as yet succeeded in im- 
posing his standards on the administration. We can indeed shortly 
look forward to the time when the Democratic party and half 
of the Republican party are added to the subversive list, because 
they fail to win the approval of this particular individual. 

That is, we can look forward to that time, unless those of 
us who do not like it rise up here and now and say, “We have 


_had enough,” and will not let this thing go one step further. 


I hope many of my colleagues will give support to the position 
I have taken. — Pi 


METHODIST MEN BACK SUPREME 


COURT AGAINST SEGREGATION 


The National Conference of Methodist Men at Purdue Uni- 
versity last July 9-11 was the first such national Methodist lay 
conference ever held. Some 1,700 delegates were registered and 
they overwhelmingly expressed their “intention of applying the 
religion of Jesus Christ in all areas of life” by calling on all 
Methodist men, in an adopted resolution, to “lend their active, 
moral and vocal support to the implementation of the anti- 
segregation ruling of the Supreme Court.” 


Are the Paid Perjurers Being Curbed? 


At this Editor’s hearing last year (see account of it in Summer, 
1953, BULLETIN) before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, he stated under oath that the witnesses against him 
and against other Methodists and Protestants, were liars and per- 
jurers and that they should so be charged and tried. The same 
two witnesses to which this Editor referred, Manning Johnson 
and Leonard Patterson, were the witnesses before the Loyalty 
Review Board, against Mr. Ralph Bunche, distinguished repre- 
sentative of our country in the United Nations. Witnesses John- 
son and Patterson have been thoroughly discredited and have 
been dropped with others proven unreliable, from the Depart- 
ment of Justice payroll. The government no longer pays for 
their false witness against other Americans. But the department 
which employed these professional perjurers has not yet in- 
dicted them for their past perjury and perhaps has no_ plans 
to do so. 


Other recent developments make it clear that Johnson and 
Patterson are not the only government witnesses against others 
for pay, who have proven themselves thoroughly unreliable. 
Consider Paul Crouch. Attorney General Brownell had to admit 
publicly that he had been impelled to investigate Mr. Crouch’s 
reliability, which led Mr. Crouch angrily to threaten the con- 
servative Attorney General himself with committee investiga- 
tion for serving the communist cause! 

And then there’s the case of another such misinforming gov- 
ernment informer, Harvey Matusow. Bishop Oxnam has stated 
publicly and (in detail) under oath that Matusow confessed to 
having lied many times under oath, and about many persons. 
Matusow first denied the Bishop’s report, but that report has 
been collaborated from the law office of Mr. J. Howard Mc- 
Grath, former attorney general, who sent the following letter 
to the Bishop’s lawyer: 


McGRATH & BROWN 
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELLORS AT LAW 
Suite 605 Southern Building 
~ Washington 5, D. C. 
J. Howard McGrath 
Russell Morton Brown 
Robert J. Norvell 


PERSONAL 

Charles C. Parlin, Esquire 

Shearman & Sterling & Wright 
Attorneys at Law, 

20 Exchange Place, New York 5, N. Y. 


Dear Charlie: : 
In this morning’s Washington Post I noticed an article, part of 
which reads as follows: 
“Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the Methodist Church in an 
interview today declared that former FBI Communist informant 
ited Matusow had admitted “lying” in statements regarding alleged 


Providence, Rhode Island 
32 Westminister Street 
July 14, 1954. 


. 


“Bishop Oxnam was asked concerning the testimony of Matusow 
_. yesterday before the House Un-American Activities Committee in 
Washington that Matusow had never told the Bishop he had lied.” 
“The Bishop had been quoted in a speech at Westminister, Md., 
as stating that Matusow told him he wanted to ‘undo the lies’.” 


I thought you would be interested to know that Matusow was inter- 
viewed late in April of this year by Russell Brown and Robert Norvell of 
my office; Matusow told them substantially the same thing as he ~ap- 
parently told the Bishop. I don’t mean to say that the Bishop was men- 
tioned, but Matusow did indicate that he had lied about many people 
concerning their connection with communism. In fact he asked Brown and 
_ Norvell to lend him $1500.00 which he said he needed to complete a 
book (to be called “Blacklisting (or Blackmailing) Was My Business’’) 
_ which he was writing. He showed them a very rough outline of the book 
_ which when finished was to expose and detail his false statements con- 
necting various persons with communism or communistic causes and sym- 


mois a “ % 
In the last pomereck of a memorandum, dictated to my secretary after 


interview, Brown states: “He (meaning Matusow) said in so many 


Pf 


express gratitude not alone in words, but in loving service, 


tility). ; 


¥ rds, ‘You should know that I am not to be trusted under any circum- — 
a I e betrayed everybody who ever befriended me. If I give you 
| which is helpful, you check it 100 per cent because I 


attacks by irresponsible perjurers and self-seekers. f 
If you feel that this letter or anything else we can do will help © 
establish the truth concerning Matusow, please feel free to call on us. : 
Best personal regards, 
(Signed) Howard 
J. HOWARD McGRATH. 


WILL THE VELDE COMMITTEE BE ABOLISHED ; 


The Methodist Federation for Social Action has long advo- — 
cated abélition of the House Committee on Un-American Activ-— 
ities because of that committee’s long and consistent disservice 
to American constitutional liberties, such as free speech, free — 
assembly or association, and the free exercise of religion. The® 
Federation was simply applying to that committee the standard — 
set twenty centuries ago by Jesus for trees that bring forth per- 
sistently fruit Which is evil rather than good. Jesus recommended 
that the ax be laid at the root of such trees. That is, He urged 
their abolition. 3 

The recent nation-wide elections had some really encourag- 
ing results. One was the defeat of the Velde committee's most 
rabid member, Mr. Clardy of Michigan, who was strongly op- 
posed in the interest of religious freedom by Methodism’s .Mich-~ 
igan Christian Advocate. Other extreme McCarthyites met de-- 
feat at the polls: House members Kersten and Busbey and Senate 
candidate Meek. > 

And because the Democrats won a majority of the House 
seats, Mr. Francis Walter of Pennsylvania displaces Mr. Velde 
as House Committee on Un-American Activities chairman. Right 
after the election, Mr. Walter announced to the press that his 
first recommendation as the committee’s new chairman would. 
be that the committee be abolished, a proposal long urged by 
M.F.S.A. So if you like the idea, we suggest you write a note 
of commendation right away to Mr. Walter (House Office Build- 
ing, Washington), and that you see or write your own congress- 
man, urging support of Mr. Walter’s proposal to abolish the: 
committee. : 


THANKFULNESS MAKES A DIFFERENCE = 


In this month when we Americans traditionally gather with 
loved ones and pause to give thanks, how many of us consider 
that a continuing attitude of thankfulness is close to the heart 
of true religion? There are ungrateful persons without sense of 
gratitude or obligation either to God or to their fellows. The 
live in darkness but heed not Jesus’ counsel to help dispel it by 
letting their lights shine; they curse it instead. Never looking 
to their own job or responsibility, they ever blame others. They 
never grew up; unlike Paul, they continue to think “as a child.” 
The world owes THEM a living, but they have no life to give 
to the world. Unlike Jesus, who came not to sit at meat but to 
serve, they are here to sit and be served. : 5 

~ The truly appreciative and grateful persons are not so. They 


consideration for others as well as for themselves. Even on sicl 
bed, the truly grateful person is radiant and cheerful, adju: 
to the reality which cannot be changed, yet changing for 
better by his very attitude and “faith” that which can be change 
Every pastor has seen them and their self-centered o7 
(who abound in self-pity and open or barely conceale 


It may be important whether in this season we 
formal act of Thanksgiving. It is indubitably 
important for us and the world about us whether in ov 
we are persons sincerely and continuously gratefu 
hearts we can expect radiance, cheerfulness, fulln 
ful service, enduring love. What kind of hearts hi: 
WARD ON L 
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VHAT MFSA HAS MEANT TO ME 
By LOYD F. WORLEY 


The Methodist Federation “has meant” a lot of things to 
e. Like many another fellowship, some important features have 
en sentimental, such as friendships with some very choice 
ople. Life has been richer because I knew them. I will not 
ume names because I might omit some by reason of faulty 
emory. 

But the Federation has also kept me in touch with vital 
vangelical social Christianity. This has happened through 
eetings, correspondence and the “Social Questions Bulletin.” 
do not read all of the official church press, but aside from 
fion’s Herald,” which is redeeming itself under a new editor, 
1€ looks in vain for much defence of “the little fellow” in 
ir church. The SQB is needed as a voice of protest within 
e church. 


The MFSA has not played around with dead issues or basked 
past achievements. It has been the “growing edge” of the 
cial consciousness in the Methodist church. Many “pilot opera- 
ms” are now generally accepted by society which owe con- 
Jerable impetus to men like Worth M. Tippy, E. Robb Zaring, 
rank Mason North, Harry F. Ward and Bishops Welch and 
(cConnell. Federation policy has been to study and_ discuss 
ve issues. When they become safe enough for some other 
oup to handle and promote, the idea has been to pass them 
1 and take up something else. Of course there have been many 
Ise starts, some dead-ends, and some poor judgment. But just 
»w many experiments did the Curies undertake in their search 
r radium? Hasn't prophetic religion a continuing service in 
me experimentation in social betterment and the building of 
e Kingdom? In general and in brief this is “what the MFSA 
EANS to me.” 


YUR MOST PRESSING SOCIAL ISSUE 
By LOYD F. WORLEY 


The MFSA should go “all-out” to defend religious freedom 
r the “little fellow” and the unpopular cause. Let the official 
rencies do their stuff for the big brass and the safe respect- 
le cause. More power to them. Federationists will be loyal in 
ery respect but they will take seriously the searching question 
our Lord, “What do ye more than others?” : 


It looks now like the junior senator (small letters) from Wis- 
sin will fall flat on his face but the “ism” isn’t a thing of 
e past. Too many religious leaders are still timid and scared 
1d will not speak out on social issues. It is true in my part of 
e country even on such well-worn and respectable issues as 
juor, gambling and the separation of church and state. The 
FSA needs the help of every well-wisher in stimulating our 


ethren to “stand up, speak-out, and bravely, in God’s name.” 


Another matter—if I had the means I would put in the hands 
every Methodist minister under thirty-five years of age a 
py of “Mill Town” by Bill Cahn, veteran reporter and labor 
ader. It is the story of Lawrence, Mass., told in a way to help 
yung ministers understand why organized labor and the social 
spel came into being. It may help some growing industrial 
eas, where “runaway sweat-shops” are going in these days, to 
‘oid the heart-break of Lawrence. Send $1.50 to Cameron and 
ahn, 109 Greenwich Avenue, New York 14, N. Y. Pass the 
ok around when you get it and you'll find plenty of material 
r vital discussion and action. 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


For those who are working for the abolition of war, the 
most important headlines since this column last appeared are 
those which told about the new look at interlocking issues of 
peaceful coexistence and disarmament. The former was started 
when Churchill surprised the world by his plea here for “a 
good hard try at peaceful coexistence.” The latter is required 
by the Soviet Union’s latest proposals for disarmament. Behind 
both of them is the desire to avoid the death and desolation 
of the nuclear war. 


Churchill recently told his party conference that while he 
had life and strength he would continue to try to find out if 
there was substance to his “cherished hope” that there was a 
prospect of peaceful coexistence with the Soviet Union. Immed- 
iately thereafter his hope was made vain by the British proposal 
of an alternative to Dulles’ plan for rearming Western Germany. 
Both were a move in the cold war which Churchill started here 
in his Fulton speech. The cold war moves, not to peaceful coex- 
istence, but, step by step, toward the Armageddon of nuclear 
war. In its latest phase, the extension of Truman’s containment 
to Dulles’ and Eisenhower's “liberation,” it moves from opposi- 
tion to peaceful coexistence into an attempt to end coexistence. 
Even the Tories in Great Britain were shocked by what our 
government did in Guatemala. No man can ride two horses 
going in opposite directions. 

There is growing recognition in religious circles that the cold 
war displaced and replaced the peaceful coexistence of the decade 
before World War II, and that now that dislocation needs to be 
reversed. In its recent session, the World Council of Churches 
declared that Christians “can never accept, as the only kind of 
existence open to nations, a state of perpetual tension leading to 
inevitable war.” It urged communist and capitalist countries 
to learn to “live together.” It rejected the basic cold war tech- 
nique of “negotiating from positions of strength by urging the 
abandonment of the use of military force as a policy instrument.” 

To implement this position in action it is necessary for re- 
ligious bodies to oppose cold war actions that multiply occasions 
for war. Consider what is happening in the waters, and in the 
air, between Formosa and Amoy. In the U.N. the only answer 
of our spokesman Lodge to the charge that our government 
was promoting aggression in that area was a blunt general denial. 
Yet last February Walter Robertson, assistant secretary of state 
for the Far East, told a House committee that his conception of 
our policy toward China is “That there is to be kept alive a 
constant threat of military action vis-a-vis China.” 

It is obvious that putting the church desire for peaceful coex- 
istence into action requires opposing the cold war restrictions on 
mutual economic and cultural exchange. It also calls for answers 
to the cold war propaganda that increases suspicion and hate, 
and so prevents the growth of the tolerance and good will which 
are essential to learning to live together. At this point the most 
urgent challenge to the churches comes from the propaganda 
which day by day, in_all the-means_of communication, portrays 
the policies and leaders of the Soviet Union and New China, 
communists and communism, as the embodiment of total evil. 

If this is true, the communist and capitalist world cannot 
learn to live together. Consequently, that section of the religious 
world which rejects total depravity as a false doctrine has a 
bounden duty to get and spread abroad the facts which show 
that this picture does not give us the truth. — 

A similar moral challenge comes to the religious forces from 


- the U.N. disarmament discussion. Concessions are being made. 


31° 


Great Britain and France are trying to go on from there to 
overcome remaining difference. Our delegation continues the 
cold war negative tactic of obstruction. A national campaign 
here by religious groups to awaken the slumbering conscience 
of the people to the anti-moral nature of the new weapons of 
mass destruction might turn the scale. 
To make their words a potent force for a peaceful world, =e 
the religious bodies that have come out for banning these new 
weapons, and for progressive disarmament, need now to make 
the nation understand that the willingness to use means of 
mass destruction destroys the basis of all social mortality—the 
value of all human life it has taken thousands of years to build 
up. What the H-bomb is vine. to us about this is what 
said about the love of God—it holds for all human be: 
will hold for none. Deny it to others and you lose 


oe 


The companion truth our religion needs to get the people 
to feel as well as understand is that the willingness to use 
weapons which involve and invite the possibility of a lifeless 
world is the lowest depth to which moral depravity Seo cae 


CALIF..NEVADA FEDERATIONISTS MEET 


At the beautiful Lucerne Hotel (run by the Baptist Assem- 
bly) on Clear Lake, California, lay and clerical members of the 
California-Nevada Conference MFSA Chapter joined in a two- 
day post-Armistice Day meeting, Friday and Saturday, Novem- 
ber 12 and 13. Presiding was Chapter President Prof. George H. 
Colliver of the College of the Pacific, who addressed the meeting 
and led a discussion on the handling of major social issues at 
the Second World Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
at Evanston, which he attended. 

It was agreed that Federation members should work with 
their local and conference committees and boards of social and 
economic relations in securing the widest possible distribution 
in the churches of the declaration for peace adopted by the 
World Council, partially published in the October SOCIAL 
QUESTIONS BULLETIN. Specific citizenship action was also 
urged on individual church members and groups to implement 
the World Council’s individual stands against war and the 
arms race. 

The emphasis of this Armistice week-end meeting was on 
peace and other speakers included Rev. Andrew Juvinall, who 
recently returned from an extensive tour of Western Europe 
and Berlin, which he conducted; and Mr. John W. Powell, who 
recently returned from many years of residence as a journalist 
in China and the Far East, and who believes that the resump- 
tion of normal and mutually profitable trade between the U.S.A. 
and China is a practical first step towards peace and the easing 
of tensions between our two countries. 

After considerable discussion, unanimous stands were taken 
on a number of the most pressing current peace issues. It was 
agreed to ask the Conference Board of World Peace to include 
the immediate cessation of the cold war as one emphasis in 
the coming Crusade for World Order in the local churches. It 
was also agreed to-ask our government to enter into Big Four 
negotiations now towards resolving remaining international ten- 
tions and problems. As for Germany, the meeting voted to 
adopt as its own the resolution adopted by the national MFSA 
Membership meeting in Chicago os Summer BULLETIN). 
Thus, “in the interest of the peace and reconciliation to which 


the Gospel of Jesus compels us,” the chapter joined in urging 

“Our government to enter into negotiations with the other interested 
powers looking toward a settlement of the war-threatening division in 
and over Germany. We ask our government to seek a settlement at last in 
Germany through disarmament rather than rearmament, through abating 
rather than intensifying the dangerous arms race and great power con- 
flict, through a Germany united, democratic, and independent—within a 
framework which will hold no threat for any of its neighbors, to- the 
East or to the West—a Germany neutralized and pledged to peace rather 
than armed and allied for war, whether with one power bloc or the other.” 

(To be continued next issue) 


GIVE THE BULLETIN 

You may secure a year’s subscription to the fact-filled 
SOCIAL QUESTIONS BULLETIN for only $2.00. But if 
you secure five or more Christmas gift subscriptions for your 
friends you may have them at half-price or $1.00 each. Why 
not make that Christmas investment in an earth of peace 
and good will, by helping your friends get the important 
facts needed for peace—facts not available in the ordinary 
press? If you request, an attractive Christmas gift card will be 
sent each recipient of your gift subscription. Christmas is 
coming soon, so send in your gift orders today! 
To: Rev. Mark Chamberlin, Membership Secretary, 

Methodist Federation for Social Taction, 

Box 827, Gresham, Oregon. 


Send an attractive Christmas card for me announcing gift. 
Enclosed fine $_. to cover these gift subscriptions. 
Namie nate ee tos 
PMOL ESS) 2 ta 8 


32 at ae 


HOW SAFE IS GERMAN REARMAMENT? 


“Twenty years ago the appeasement of Germany in defense 
against Russia was folly, since the appeasers reckoned without 
the ‘defenders’ and wholly misconstrued the nature of the red 
menace. Today the armament of Germany in defense against 
Russia is folly if judged by the German record. A rearmed Reich 
will never again be able to challenge the Soviet bloc to combat. 
But it may well become once more, with or without Soviet con- 
nivance, a deadly threat to all its western neighbors.” —Frederick 
L. Schuman in The Nation, September 18, 1954. 


N. Y. CITY FEDERATIONISTS ACTIVE AGAIN” 


MFSaAers in the New York City area sponsored a meeting at 
Methodism’s Church of All Nations on the night of November 
11, for the benefit of the Southern Agricultural Workers Or-— 
ganizing campaign, which seeks a more abundant life for the” 
South’s most.disadvantaged and underprivileged agricultural © 
workers, through self-help and organization. Speakers to tell of 7 
the current drive among those workers in Florida were Mr. ~ 
Harry Koger, former organizer among plantation sharecroppers / 
and Rev. Don West, poet, educator, and farmer from Georgia. — 
Mr. Earl Robinson, composer of the famed “Ballad for Amer- 
icans,” was to play his guitar and provide and lead folk sing- 
ing. It is hoped that the meeting on November 11 will be= 
the beginning of renewed and continuing local MFSA chapter 7 
activity in that city and area. 


DO AMERICANS REALLY WANT IT THIS WAY? 

The following letter printed in The New York Times of Aug- 
ust 16, was written by that paper's distinguished drama critic. | 
If you agree that it fairly describes our civil liberties situation” 
and points to the basic issues involved, why not write a note of © 


appreciation to the author and his paper? 
To the Editor of The New York Times: 

We can vote in this country. This is doubtless the principal source of 
our liberty. There is freedom of speech for citizens willing to take the 
consequences. i 

In many respects, however, both the administrative and legislative 
branches of the government show a compulsion toward totalitarian atti- 
tudes and practices: 7 

The Government refuses passports to citizens it does not like. 

It blocks the free exchange of ideas by denying visas to eminent Eu- 
ropean scientists and writers who have been invited by American citizens 
to attend professional conferences here. i 

It has repudiated the scientist who led the world in the construction of 
the atom bomb because he is not a standardized man. ; 

It maintains an organization of investigators who collect, among other 
items, facts concerning the newspaper reading habits of citizens and the 
mail that goes into their homes. : 

It employs political informers. 

It blackmails citizens into informing on each other. 

It summons citizens before Government committees to answer for thei 
personal ideas, associations, friends and their relatives. ; 

Government committees presume to give absolution to citizens who con 
fess their political sins and promise not to violate the committees’ pa 
line in the future. 

The Government has~permitted a Senator to set himself up as 
prosecutor. 

It has accused the national foundations of underwriting revolution 
threatened them with tax reprisals and denied them equal rights to de 
fend themselves. j 

It sacks or rusticates foreign service officers who arrot 
party line at home. bai ac J 

It tries to consolidate itself in power by denouncing its predecessor 
in office as traitors. ; 


I wonder if Americans really want it this way. BROOKS ATKINSON. 
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